
 

 

 

 

Is it natural and expected? Is it natural and Un-expected? 

Call out GP District Nurse to 

Confirm death and Notify the GP 
Call out paramedics to Confirm 

death and Notify the GP 

Attending Practitioner reviews and discusses with the ME and 

proposes a COD is confirms whether or not an MCCD can be ISSUED  

  

ME reviews patient 

records and if in 

agreement with COD 

offered by the 

Practitioner, requests 

MCCD to be issued. 

Attending Practitioner confirms 

to ME that COD is Not Known 

and may be Notifiable to the 

Coroner. 

 

 

Coroner decides it is not 

notifiable and Refers it 

back to the ME to have 

an MCCD issued. (Form 

A’ will no longer be 

issued by the Coroner) 

Coroner accepts the 

case and Orders an 

Investigation 

Registrar receives MCCD from ME or 

Form B from the Coroner and completes 

registration. 

Coroner arranges investigation 

and Issues Form B to the 

Registrars or decides further 

investigation required 

Coroner opens 

Inquest 

Coroner releases the 

body and issues a 

Burial Order 

If GP is not 

available 

Paramedics will 

call out the 

Police who will 

arrange to move 

the body to the 

mortuary and 

report to the 

coroner 

Body released from Mortuary or place of rest to Funeral Director 

 

ME contacts 

Bereaved 

Family to ask 

any questions 

and raise any 

concerns. 

 

 

ME receives the 

MCCD from GP – 

completes the ME 

authorisation, and 

emails MCCD to 

the Registrar 

 

Coroner reviews the case 

 

if the Attending 
Practitioner who last 
treated the deceased 
is not available then 
another practitioner 
who has seen the 
deceased in their 
lifetime can review the 
records, discuss with 
the ME and if COD is 
known, issue the 
MCCD.  
 

If no practitioner is 
available then the 
Coroner may ask the 
ME to review and issue 
the MCCD    

If after reviewing the 
case the ME feels a COD 
can be offered the ME 
will ask the GP to issue 
MCCD. 

 

ME can authorise release 
of the Body once MCCD 
sent to Registrars 

 

Registrar is not able to 
refer back to the coroner   

 

If the ME refers a 
case to the 
Coroner and after 
reviewing the 
Coroner feels it is 
not notifiable 
then the coroner 
will refer the case 
back to the ME to 
review with the 
Attending 
Practitioner and 
issue an MCCD   

Last Seen 28 
timeframe 
removed – 
replaced by must 
have attended 
the deceased  in 
their lifetime   

 

If a case is referred to 
the Coroner, and 
coroner feels it is not a 
notifiable death, the 
case will be returned to 
the ME to review and 
get an MCCD issued. 

Flowchart Process After Death After Statutory ME is Implemented  Proposed Changes 

ME and attending 

Practitioner further review 

the records to see if a COD 

can be offered if so, the ME 

requests Practitioner to 

issue the MCCD otherwise 

refers to the coroner. 

  

 

 

YES  NO 

ME 
authorises 

body 
release 


